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County Agent’s Notes:                                                                                               April 23, 2001 
 
Mosquitoes have arrived early this year. 
 
By:  Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture 
 
 Living with pesky mosquitoes was a way of life for my family during the nearly twenty 
years we lived in the Delta.  We got used to them, but one of the nicest things about our moving 
to Kosciusko was that we did not have to deal with them, at least not as many at one time.  
 A few days ago, during the warm period, I arrived home about sunset as I often do this 
time of year.  As I walked from my truck to the door I was attacked by several “skeeters”, as we 
commonly call them.  This caught me a little by surprise, and I have been a little more conscious 
of them since.   
 I can understand part of the reason for the presence of more mosquitoes; we have 
received more rain lately than we have for several years.  This has provided mosquitoes with 
more sites for breeding.  As the warmer months are arriving, we need to take a few precautions 
to prevent a “skeeter” outbreak.  
Of all the insects that attack man and animals, mosquitoes are by far the most important. 
They are the only insects that transmit malaria, yellow fever and dengue fever to man. They also 
transmit heartworms in dogs and viral encephalitis in horses.  Mississippi has approximately 60 
species of.   
Mosquitoes inhabit almost every area of the earth from the Arctic Circle to the tropics.  
They are especially important because of their blood-feeding behavior, which makes them major 
nuisances as well as disease carriers.  Only females feed on blood, since they need protein for 
reproduction.  Males are nectar feeders.  
More money is spent on mosquito control than on control of any other insect.  The total 
cost of mosquito control is difficult to estimate, but in the U.S. around $1 billion is spent 
annually to prevent and control dog heartworms alone. 
            The one thing all mosquitoes have in common is water.  The female lays her eggs in 
water or in places where water will be eventually. The eggs hatch in water and the larvae and 
pupae develop in water. 
Mosquito control around the home can be frustrating.  Puddles and water-holding 
containers around the home can be managed so mosquitoes cannot breed. This is the best means 
of control for the individual homeowner.   
 Anything that will catch and hold rainwater is a potential breeding site for mosquitoes.  
Puddles, old tires, swimming pools, urns, flower pots, bird baths, clogged gutters, buckets, water 
troughs, boats, and many other things will hold water long enough for the hatching process to be 
completed.   
 Ponds and lakes are potential breeding sites of course, however when the water is 
replenished regularly as it has been recently this is much less of a problem.  Also, in these larger 
bodies of water there are organisms that feed on the mosquito larvae and pupae, including  fish 
and many other forms of aquatic life.   
 Carefully check the areas around your home for anything that will hold water, and make 
sure it is emptied and preferably rendered incapable of catching water during rains.  Fill puddles 
with soil to prevent them from holding water.  Treating with insecticide should not be required if 
we all work together to get rid of places where mosquitoes can multiply.  When we all work at 
this we can continue to enjoy outdoor activities and evenings outdoors without spending all our 
time swatting and worrying about what kind of disease these nuisances might be carrying.  
 While I’m on this subject let me go over a few frequently asked questions about 
mosquitoes, just in case you might be getting ready to ask them. 
• Mosquitoes do not carry AIDS.  The virus which causes AIDS cannot survive in any 
known insect.  
• The most commonly used insecticide for mosquitoes is permethrin, a synthetic 
pyrethroid similar to natural pyrethrin.  This material is less toxic to honeybees than 
other common insecticides like malathion and sevin.  
• There are several “biological” methods for controlling mosquitoes that do not employ 
chemical insecticides. 
• Electrocution devices are not effective on mosquitoes. 
• Mosquitoes are attracted to you by body temperature, lactic acid on your skin, and the 
carbon dioxide you exhale.   
Our ancestors dealt with mosquitoes by sleeping under nets and by using smelly 
concoctions to repel them.  Far worse than these unpleasantries was the fact that when 
mosquitoes were allowed to multiply, severe disease outbreaks can occur.  The yellow fever 
epidemics that killed thousands in the early years of the South are evidence of the danger of 
these pests.  Let’s stay ahead of them and heed the lessons of the past.    
